
MOORE COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

Regular Business Meeting 

June 8, 2015 

 

MINUTES 

 

The Moore County Board of Education met in the auditorium of Union Pines High School in 

Cameron, North Carolina, on Monday, June 8, 2015, for a regular business meeting.   

 

The following Board members were present: 

 

 Bruce Cunningham, Jr. 

 Ed Dennison 

 Charles Lambert 

Becky Carlson 

Laura Lang 

 

Also present were Temporary Superintendent Dr. Larry Upchurch, members of senior staff, and 

Board Attorney Neal Ramee.  

 

Board Chair Bruce Cunningham called the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 p.m.  

 

Mr. Dennison made a motion to enter closed session pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11(a)(3) and 

(a)(6) and G.S. 115C-319 for confidential personnel matters and to consult with the Board 

Attorney and preserve attorney-client privilege, including a discussion of the case of Boles v. 

Moore County School Board.  Mr. Lambert seconded, and the motion was approved 

unanimously.  The Board entered closed session at approximately 6:03 p.m. 

 

The Board returned to open session at approximately 6:39 p.m.   

 

Mr. Dennison made a motion to amend the agenda by adding personnel matters and board 

matters after the moment of silence.  Mr. Lambert seconded, and the motion was approved 

unanimously.   

 

Mr. Dennison made a motion to approve the agenda as amended.  Mr. Lambert seconded, and 

the motion was approved unanimously.   

 

Southern Pines Elementary School Principal Dale Buie led the Board in the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Union Pines High School Principal Robin Lea delivered words of inspiration.  

 

A moment of silence was observed. 

 



Personnel and Board Matters 

 

Chair Cunningham stated that, over the weekend, he had received emails containing the 

resignations of Board members Sue Black, Ben Cameron, and Kathy Farren.  Chair Cunningham 

requested a motion to formally accept the resignations to ensure that these actions are properly 

recorded in the minutes. 

 

Mr. Dennison made a motion to accept the resignations of Board members Sue Black, Ben 

Cameron, and Kathy Farren effective this past Saturday, June 6, 2015, and to declare their seats 

vacant as of that date.  Mr. Lambert seconded, and the motion was approved unanimously. 

 

Mr. Lambert made a motion to reinstate the employment contract of Dr. Robert Grimesey as 

Superintendent of Moore County Schools and to further approve the proposed second 

amendment to the Superintendent’s contract, which had been reviewed by the Board in closed 

session and was being made available to the public, on the understanding that Dr. Grimesey had 

elected to waive payment of the funds to which he would otherwise be entitled based on the 

unilateral termination of his contract.  Mr. Dennison seconded, and the motion was approved by 

a vote of 4-1, with Ms. Lang dissenting. 

 

Chair Cunningham offered thanks and gratitude to Dr. Larry Upchurch and asked for a motion 

to accept his resignation as Temporary Superintendent.  Mr. Dennison moved to accept Dr. 

Upchurch’s resignation.  Mr. Lambert seconded, and the motion was approved unanimously. 

 

Dr. Upchurch announced that that he was releasing the Board from its obligation under Section 

9 of his employment contract to pay the amounts owed on the balance of his contract in the 

event of early termination and further stated that he would not seek or accept any compensation 

for his service as Temporary Superintendent.    

 

At approximately 6:50 p.m., Chair Cunningham announced a ten minute recess. 

 

The Board returned from its recess at approximately 7:00 p.m., with Ms. Carlson and Dr. 

Upchurch no longer in attendance. 

 

Mr. Dennison delivered Growing to Greatness awards to staff members Ms. Ashley Williams and 

Ms. Miguelina DeGuillen and recognized and honored the members and coaches of the 

Pinecrest Men’s Golf Team and the Union Pines High School Wells Fargo Team.  

Superintendent Grimesey joined the meeting during these presentations.      

 

Chair Cunningham introduced Mrs. Angela Scott Boles, who read a letter from her husband, 

Representative Jamie Boles. 

 

Chair Cunningham announced that, following her vote to reinstate Dr. Grimesey as 

Superintendent, he had received a written resignation from Ms. Carlson effective the following 

Sunday at 12:00 p.m. 

 



Program Highlight 

 

Dr. Eric Porter, Assistant Superintendent, delivered the program highlight on student 

scholarships. 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Mr. Dennison moved for approval of the consent agenda.  Mr. Lambert seconded, and the 

motion was approved unanimously. 

 

Board Member Comments 

 

Mr. Dennison thanked Chair Cunningham for his work leading to the conclusions reached at the 

meeting; Dr. Upchurch for his grace and passion for Moore County; Dr. Grimesey for his 

willingness to return as Superintendent; and staff, students, and the community for their 

ongoing support.  

 

Mr. Lambert concurred in Mr. Dennison’s remarks; asked for the audience to give itself a round 

of applause; and thanked Dr. Grimesey for returning to the Moore County Schools. 

 

Chair Cunningham stated that anyone interested in serving on the Board was encouraged to 

contact him by email and noted that his email address is listed on the school system website. 

 

Superintendent’s Report 

 

Superintendent Grimesey thanked the community for its support and pledged that the school 

system would continue putting forward its best efforts for all students and their families, 

including military families. 

 

Public Address to the Board 

 

Chair Cunningham outlined the rules and procedures for public comment. 

 

The following individuals delivered public comments to the Board: 

 

 Sandy Stewart??? encouraged the community to remain engaged in school matters and 

spoke of a culture in which teachers and principals do not feel supported and fear 

reprisal. 

 John Zumwald??? described a culture in which teachers do not feel supported and 

valued by central office administrators.   

  Sarah P________???, accompanied her son, John P_________???, described an 

atmosphere of fear and intimidation for teachers.   

 John Davis stated that he was grateful and relieved that a wrong had been righted and 

expressed disgust at recent events.  



 Rick Lewis??? referenced the School Board Code of Ethics, expressed support for Dr. 

Grimesey, and thanked Chair Cunningham and the Moore County community.  

 Helena Wallin-Miller expressed concern about shrinking per-student funding, urged 

Board members to base all decisions primarily on the best interests of students, and 

asked for increased support for teachers. 

 Karen Kent??? expressed gratitude to the community and stated that there is unfinished 

work with a recall election and the appointment of new Board members. 

 Christophe Diozio??? expressed disappointment with the decision to terminate Dr. 

Grimesey’s employment; urged the community to think about the effect on children of 

language used and the way disagreement is communicated; asked that the children of 

Board members not be made to feel awkward or strange; called for increased funding for 

schools; and thanked all current and recent Board members for their service. 

 O’Linda Watkins, President of Moore County NAACP, thanked the Board for the 

decisions made this day, and urged the school system and community to move forward, 

not backward. 

 Roley? Sampson???, representing Parents for Moore, distributed materials relating to a 

petition calling for the resignation of Board members who voted to terminate the 

Superintendent Grimesey’s employment and expressed support for a recall election 

unless this request is met. 

 Connie Barber??? spoke in support of Superintendent Grimesey. 

 Tessie Taylor???, on behalf of the West Southern Pines Civic Club, expressed support for 

Superintendent Grimesey and thanked Board members Cunningham, Dennison, and 

Lambert, Representative Jamie Boles, and County Commissioner Nick Picerno.  

 Lorna Clapp??? expressed concern with decreased funding and increased class sizes, 

emphasized the importance of early education, and asked that teachers be allowed to 

devote more time to teaching and less to testing. 

 Carol Stewart??? spoke to a perception of fear and intimidation in the Moore County 

Schools and asked for increased central office support for teachers.  

 Katie Lockamie??? spoke in support child-centered decision making.  

 Mark Biggles??? called for perspective and noted that the recent the death of the father 

of three Pinecrest High School students was a true tragedy. 

 Ernie Hussey??? spoke in support for Superintendent Grimesey. 

 Anna Hegadorn???, an eighth-grade student, spoke in support of Superintendent 

Grimesey. 

 

Chair Cunningham declared a five-minute recess. 

 

Board Action 

 

A. 2015-16 Risk Management Coverage Approvals 

 

Chief Officer for Budget and Finance Mike Griffin presented and explained the administration’s 

recommendations for risk management coverage, including property insurance, general liability, 



automobile and inland marine, worker’s compensation, student accident, fidelity bonds, and 

unemployment coverage. 

 

Mr. Dennison made a motion that administration’s recommendations be approved.  Mr. 

Lambert seconded, and the motion was approved unanimously. 

 

There being no further business, Mr. Dennison made a motion that the meeting be adjourned.  

Mr. Lambert seconded, and the motion was approved unanimously. 

 

The meeting adjourned at approximately ________. 

  

 

       ______________________________ 

        Bruce T. Cunningham, Chair 

       Moore County Board of Education 

 

 

 

       ______________________________ 

       Dr. Robert P. Grimesey, Jr., Superintendent 

       Secretary to the Board 

             

        

 

 


